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There are more than 160 
countries in the world. Each 
one of them has rules about 
who can or cannot bea 
citizen. 


Most people don’t think too 
often about what citizenship 
means. They know vaguely 
that they “have citizenship,” 
that they are not “stateless,” 
and most do not plan to 
change their citizenship. 
Not everyone realizes that 
citizenship is an honour — 
something to be valued and 
appreciated. 


We'd like to help you think 
about Canadian citizenship; 
about what is involved in 
being or becoming a Cana- 
dian citizen, and the history 
behind Canadian citizen- 
ship. 


So we've prepared this quiz 
for anyone who'd like to 
learn more about Canadian 
citizenship. First, answer 
the questions by checking 
the response you think the 
most correct. Then read the 
answer section (page 6 ); 
this will tell you if you were 
right. Finally, in the “Citi- 
zenship in Canada” section 
(page 9), you'll find more 
information and some im- 
portant dates. We-hope this 
pamphlet will help you dis- 
cover more about Canadian 
citizenship.. 


The OR | 
Canadian... 
Citizenship | ._ 
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You can always get further 
information on Canadian 
citizenship from your near- 
est Court of Canadian Citi- 
zenship, or by writing to the 
Citizenship Registration 
Branch, Department of the 
Secretary of State, Ottawa 
K1A OM5. Requests for 
information should describe 
as Clearly as possible which 
aspects of citizenship you 
are interested in — for ex- 
ample, granting of citizen- 
ship; proof of citizenship; 
dual citizenship; citizenship 
statistics; learning materials 
on Canada; or a background 
paper on citizenship from 
the time of ancient Greece, 
with special reference to 
Canada. 


Canadian citizenship — 
choosing to grow together 


January 1982 


Now for the test. 


Please place a (/) beside the 
letter you think is correct. 


1. “Canada” is thought to 
come from a Huron-lroquois 
word for village or gathering 
place. From this we get 
“Canadian,” first used by: 


2. Aperson who has | 
Canadian citizenship 
is a: 


3. Under the Citizenship 
Act of 1977, a person be- 
comes a Canadian Citizen 
ina variety of ways. These 
include: 


4. Confederation brought 
about certain changes in the 
status of people in Canada. 
In 1867: 


Sans aoe ee 


Questions 


(a) ahockey team in Montreal; 


(b) the French settlers along the St. Lawrence 
River to distinguish themselves from their 


cousins further south, called “Acadians”: 


(c) Spaniards who, disappointed in their 
search for gold along the east coast of North 
America, thought the Indians were saying 
Aca nada, i.e. here is nothing; accordingly, 
they wrote “canadiense” on their maps. 


~ (a) citizen of Canada; 


(b) member of the Canadian ethnic group; 


(c) citizen of the United Nations who lives in 
Canada. 


(a) being born in Canada; 


(b) being born outside Canada of a Canadian 
parent or parents; 


(c) coming to Canada as an immigrant, 
applying for citizenship and satisfying all 
citizenship requirements; 


(d) marrying a Canadian. 


(a) the British North America Act (Section 
91) declared naturalization (i.e. granting of 
citizenship) to be a federal responsibility; 


(b) the Canadian Parliament declared that 
birth certificates could be used instead of 
citizenship certificates; 


(c) Canadian and American politicians in- 
vestigated the possibility of acommon North 
American citizenship. 


SIAL AT ASST ASST Eee IO ote NAD 


5. Ourhistorical links with 
Great Britain show up in 
Canadian citizenship law. 
“Canadian citizens” 


6. Tobecome a Canadian 
citizen, you must arrive in 
Canada as a landed immi- 
grant. After that, you: 


7. The application fee for 
an adult to become a Cana- 
dian citizen is: 


8. Every adult applying for 
citizenship receives book- 
lets on Canada’s history, 
geography and political sys- 
tem, and the responsibilities 
and privileges of citizen- 
ship. The applicant is 
expected to study these in 
preparation for: 


A 


(a) did not exist until 1947—before that, we 
were British subjects exclusively, and since 
then have been both British subjects and 
Canadian citizens; 


(b) did not exist until 1947—before that we 
were British subjects, then we were British 
subjects and Canadian citizens together for 
30 years, and now, since 1977, we have 
Canadian citizen and Commonwealth citizen 
status combined; 


(c) is aterm in common usage, but is not 
really accurate; we are actually British sub- 
jects according to international law. 


(a) can qualify for citizenship at any time; 


(b) must reside in Canada for at least three 
years before applying; 


(c) must reside in Canada for at least five 
years before applying; 


(d) must reside in Canada for at least 12 


years before applying. 


(d) nothing—applicants pay only their own 
expenses, such as the costs of photographs 
and copies of documents. 


(a) a placement test; 
(b) an intelligence test; 
(c) a hearing before a Citizenship Judge. 


9. Toavoid granting citi- 
zenship to people unworthy 
of becoming Canadian citi- 
zens: 


10. During the citizenship 
hearing, the Citizenship 
Judge checks the applica- 
tion form and related infor- 
mation and interviews the 
applicant to: 


11. The legal rights new 
citizens enjoy that they did 
not have before mean: 


— (a) the Citizenship Act contains restrictive 


provisions linked to national security, crimi- 
nal convictions, and time spent in jail or on 
parole; 


(b) citizenship officers make inquiries in the 
applicant’s neighbourhood; 


(c) the Citizenship Judge ascertains the 
“good character” of the applicant at the citi- 
zenship hearing; 


(d) letters of reference are requested from 
Canadian citizens who know the applicant, 
such as neighbours and business associates. 
These people may also accompany the appli- 
cant to the hearing. 


(a) determine whether the applicant is finan- 
cially secure; 


(b) decide whether or not to terminate the 
applicant's probationary immigrant period; 


(c) assess whether all the requirements for 
citizenship have been fulfilled, including 
adequate knowledge of Canada and of one 
of our official languages. 


(a) they now have full political rights, en- 
abling them to vote and run for office in fed- 
eral, provincial and municipal elections (so 
long as they meet other requirements as well, 
such as age, and place and duration of resi- 
dence); 


(b) they may apply for a Canadian passport; 


(c) they are now eligible for certain elective 
and public service positions, professions, 
and types of public assistance that are re- 
stricted by law to Canadian citizens; 


(d) all of the above; 


(e) none of the above—there are no differ- 
ences in the rights of citizens and non- 
citizens. 


12. Only someone who is 
born a Canadian may: 


13. Some Canadians by 
birth apply for a certificate 
of Canadian citizenship 
because: 


14. Canadian citizenship is 


a precious possession that: 


K : 


(a) become Prime Minister; 


(b) become Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Canada; 


(c) hold other top federal and provincial elec- 
tive and judicial positions; 


(d) all of the above; 


(e) none of the above. There is no difference 
in law between citizens by birth and citizens 
by choice. 


(a) they are confused — citizenship certifi- 
cates are for naturalized Canadians only, not 
Canadians by birth; 


(b) they want to clarify their status—possibly 
they have lost Canadian citizenship, or they 
never were citizens; 


(c) they need documentary proof of citizen- 
ship for some reason, such as applying fora 
passport; 


(d) they would like to carry a form of identifi- 
cation that appeals to their patriotic pride; 


(e) all correct except (a). 


(a) can never be lost; 


(b) can be renounced or lost under the cur- 
rent Citizenship Act in certain exceptional 
circumstances; 


(c) may be revoked—since naturalized 
Canadians who live abroad for 10 years or 
longer do not value their citizenship. 


How did you score? 


Bile a cere Shee aed anon 8 | 
Answers 


1. (b) Although this is now 
generally accepted, histor- 
ians have offered other 
explanations as well. 


2. (a) The terms “national” 
and “nationality,” however, 
are often used in place of 
“citizen” and “citizenship.” 


3. With minor exceptions, (a), 
(b) and (c) are all correct. 
The original Act, in force 
from 1947 until 1977, con- 
ferred the citizenship of the 


4. (a) The federal government 
has exclusive jurisdiction 
over naturalization (BNA 
Act, Section 91) but the 
federal government and the 
provinces share jurisdiction 
over immigration (Sections 
91 and 95). The provinces 
cooperate with the federal 
government in providing 
services to immigrants, 
such as citizenship and 
language instruction. Con- 
cerning (b), while birth cer- 
tificates are sometimes ac- 
cepted as proof of Canadian 


a (b) Until 1947, one was 
either an “alien” ora “British 
subject” in Canada. Our 
original Canadian Citizen- 
ship Act, which was also the 
first such separate act in the 
Commonwealth, came into 
force January 1, 1947. Ex- 
plicitly referring to the status 
of Canadian citizenship, it 
declared that “A Canadian 
citizen is a British subject” 
(Section 21). Our new, re- 
vised Citizenship Act, in 
force since February 15, 
1977, links “Canadian citi- 


father where possible, ra- 
ther than that of either par- 
ent, on achild born outside 
Canada. 


citizenship for persons born 
in Canada, they are not con- 
clusive proof because there 
are exceptions, e.g. a per- 
son born in Canada who has 
lost or renounced Canadian 
citizenship, or a child born 
in Canada of foreign diplo- 
mat parents. Besides, a 
Canadian passport is not 
concrete proof that a person 
is a Canadian citizen. The 
only conclusive proof is a 
valid certificate of Canadian 
citizenship. 


zen’ to the term “citizen of 
the Commonwealth” (Sec- 
tion 31). It is up to each 
Commonwealth nation to 
decide whether or not any 
special privilege is to be 
extended to a “citizen of 
the Commonwealth.” 


6. (b) The new Citizenship 
Act reduced the residence 
requirement from five to 
three years. This is calcu- 
lated from date of arrival as 
a landed immigrant to date 
of application. The three 
years have to be within the 
four-year period prior to 
applying. However, during 
that time some credit is 
given for residence in Cana- 


6 (c) The fee for an adult to 
become a citizen is $15; it is 
$8 for persons under 18 
years of age. International 
practice varies widely; more 


8. (c) The Citizenship Judge’s 
questions at the hearing or 
interview must be based on 
specified free instructional 
materials which currently 
are: A Look at Canada (our 
political system, and the 
responsibilities and privi- 


9. (a) is correct under the new 
Act. Under the original Act, 
(c) was a requirement and 
(d) was an added custom in 
some courts. 


10. (c) There is no such thing as 


a “probationary immigrant 
period;” furthermore, Citi- 


zenship Judges and officials 


do not have authority in im- 
migration matters. 


da prior to admission as a 
landed immigrant (for 
example, as avisitororona 
student visa), but this must 
be within the four-year 
period prior to application. 
All of Canada’s nationality 
and citizenship laws since 
1867 have required resi- 
dence time; the shortest 
duration was two years, and 
the longest five years. 


than a dozen countries 
charge no fee at all, whereas 
the fee in some countries is 
in the hundreds of dollars. 


leges of citizenship). These 
materials are available to 
anyone, free of charge. Citi- 
zenship preparation courses 
are available in some com- 
munities; attendance is vol- 
untary. 


ae (d) 


12. (e) Section 5(5) of the Citi- 
zenship Act states thata 
Canadian by birth anda 
Canadian by naturalization 
have the same status, i.e. 
the same rights and privi- 
leges and the same obliga- 
tions. 


13. 


14. 


(e) Canadians by birth and 
naturalized Canadians pos- 
sess the same citizenship 
status, and can carry the 
same citizenship certificate. 
With respect to (b), it should 
be noted that loss of citizen- 
ship that occurred under 
previous legislation (before 
February 15, 1977) remains 
in effect; it is not “wiped 
out” automatically by the 
altered provisions of amore 
recent Act. 


(b) Loss of citizenship can 
occur in the second genera- 
tion of Canadians born 
abroad on or after February 
15, 1977. Generally speak- 
ing, if both Canadian par- 
ents become Canadians by 
being born outside of Cana- 
da on or after Feburary 15, 
1977 to Canadian parents 
also born outside Canada 
on or after that date, then 
loss would occur unless 
certain steps were taken to 
retain Canadian citizenship 
before the person’s 28th 
birthday. 


The citizenship certificate is 
a wallet-sized, plasticized 
card. The fee for application 
by someone who is already 
a Canadian citizen is $8 for 
persons 18 years of age or 
older, and $2 for younger 
people. Portrait photo- 
graphs of the right size and 
documentation supporting 
the claim to citizenship (e.g. 
a birth certificate) should 
accompany the application. 


Under previous Canadian 
legislation it was possible to 
lose citizenship in other 
ways, too. However, there is 
a strong worldwide move- 
ment in citizenship law to 
prevent statelessness. 
Therefore, the current Act 
has eliminated all loss provi- 
sions but one: it also allows 
people to renounce Canadi- 
an citizenship if by doing so 
they will acquire (or if they 
already possess) the citi- 
zenship of another country. 


How did you do? If you answered 10 or more questions 
correctly, either you studied the Citizenship Act recently, 
or you have a good general sense of Canadian law and 
procedures — or you just became a citizen! 


Citizenship 
in Canada 


July 1, 1867 


British North America Act — Confederation. 


May 22, 1868 


March 21, 1881 


January 1, 1915 


January 15, 1932 


January 1, 1947 


An Act Respecting Aliens and Naturalization—the first law 
respecting naturalization in Canada passed by the federal 
government. Until the Canadian Citizenship Act of January 
1, 1947 created the legal status of “Canadian citizen,” 
people born in Canada were British subjects and those 
naturalized in Canada became British subjects (not Cana- 
dian citizens). 


An Act Respecting Naturalization and Aliens. This Act and 
the one of 1868 had effect only while a person was in 
Canada. The required residence time was three years. A 
British subject acquiring another nationality lost British 
nationality. A married woman was classed with “an infant, 
lunatic or idiot,” declared to be under a disability and 
therefore unable to act on her own behalf in nationality 
matters. The wife of a British subject was automatically a 
British subject and the wife of an alien was an alien. This 
caused many women to become stateless if they did not 
acquire their husband’s nationality immediately upon 
marriage. 


Naturalization Act (known as the Imperial Act). The United 
Kingdom and the Dominions agreed to standardize their 
naturalization laws. A person naturalized as a British sub- 
ject in Canada was now recognized everywhere as such. 


The residence requirement for naturalization increased 
from three years to five years within the eight years 
immediately preceding the application. Time spent in the 
United Kingdom or in another Dominion could count to- 
wards residence. Only the last year before applying had 
to be spent in Canada. 


By amendment to the Naturalization Act, a female British 
subject no longer lost British status automatically on mar- 
riage to an alien nor when her husband acquired alien sta- 
tus, if this would render her stateless. After marriage, an 
alien woman became a British subject on her husband’s 
naturalization only if she so requested. 


The Canadian Citizenship Act created the legal status of 
“Canadian citizen” as distinct from British subject. (Canada 
was the first Commonwealth country to take such a step.) 
Married women were no longer considered under a dis- 
ability. They did not lose their nationality on marrying an 
alien nor did they become citizens on marriage to a Cana- 
dian, although wives of Canadians did profit from reduced 
residence requirements for grant of citizenship. Registra- 
tion of birth abroad was required for children born abroad 
of Canadian parents to become citizens. Citizenship could 
be lost in several ways. 


April 1, 1949 


July 7, 1967 


February 15, 1977 


December 7, 1978 


Newfoundland joined Confederation. The Canadian Citi- 
zenship Act was amended to extend Canadian citizenship 
to Newfoundlanders. 


By amendment to the Canadian Citizenship Act, naturalized 
Canadians no longer lost Canadian citizenship 

by reason of 10 years continuous residence outside 
Canada. 


The Citizenship Act removed special status accorded by 
the former legislation. All persons are now treated equally 
regardless of age, sex or country of origin. The age of ma- 
jority is lowered to 18. Loss of citizenship no longer occurs 
On acquisition of another citizenship. The residence re- 
quirement is reduced from five out of eight years to three 
out of four years in Canada immediately before application. 


An Order-in-Council permitted Indo-Chinese refugees to 
be sponsored by groups in Canada for two years. On 
November 20, 1980, an Order-in-Council extended this 
period to January 1, 1983. 
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